7  DECEMBER   1783

go by the Lively but only now dispatched to you, we shall continue our
advices to the present date,

2.    We have received >our letters  by  the  Trial packet dated sgth
August 1781  and ist of January  1785, and by the  Worcester dated the
25th and sgth of January.    Mr. Stables, who was a passenger on board
this ship, arrived here and took his [seat] in Council on the nth ultimo.

3.    The several ships now [dispatched]  to you with cargoes are the
Rochford, Deptford, Loud Mulgrave  and   Tartar,  and  the  amounts  of
their invoices are:

Rochford
Deptford
Lord Mulgrave
Tartar

Current Rupees
.    15,09,800
16,19,900
.    16,05,420
.    14,09,000

4.    Captain Fiott made a request that we would dispatch the Tat tar
singly on account of her remarkable good sailing, but we thought there
would be greater security against the enemy's frigates and privateers in
despatching the four ships together, with orders to keep company; and
having  also   your   directions   to   this   effect,   we   did   not   comply   with
Captain Fiott's request.

5.    The   ships   which   remain   to   be   laden   for   Europe   are   the
Resolution, Hinchinbrooke,  Worcester  and Norfolk.

6.    The Resolution is in the hands of the carpenters to undergo a
thorough repair previous to her being again laden, and an adjustment
having taken place between the commander of the Hinchinbrooke and
the Prize Master, who was put on board by Commodore Johnstone, we
shall be enabled to send back these ships to you before this season is
far advanced.

7.    Several commanders of the ships, now here, have represented to
us the loss of their surgeons and applied for others to supply their places.
All that we could do for their relief was to make an offer that we would
grant leave of absence to any surgeon or assistant surgeons belonging to
this establishment whom they could [persuade] to go with them to Europe,
and to recommend such persons to you for permission to return with
their ranks, but could not allow them to continue in the receipt of their
pay here during their absence; we therefore informed the captains that

expence would necessarily fall upon the owners of the ships.

8.    We have heard with the 'Utmost concern of the total loss of the
ship   Dartmouth   and   her  cargoe   upon   the   island   of  Carnicobar  on